
SINCE 1988
MAKING A DIFFERENCE

1988 Shelby County Leadership Class presented Community Foundation Model

Established first endowed fund- The Memorial Fund of Shelby County
Created first named fund- Robert J. & Janet L. Joesten Fund 1993

1995 Awarded first community grants

1996

1997

1998

2001

2003

2007

2008

2009

2010

2012

Kicked-off first gift matching campaign for BRCF donors through Lilly 
Endowment Inc. match opportunity

Acquired the 1896 Shelbyville High School building through a gift from 
Shelbyville Central Schools for home of BRCF

Presented Chris King, Triton Central High School graduating senior, 
with the first Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship for Shelby County

Surpassed $1 million in grants awarded

Accumulated $10 million in net assets

2006 Received a Lilly Endowment Inc. Supplemental Resource Development 
grant and in conjunction launched BRCF Operating Endowment Campaign

Awarded $550,000 to Shelbyville Parks & Recreation for the 
development of the Blue River Memorial Park & soccer fields

Established Hometown Community Funds  & advisory committees for each 
of the four geographic quadrants in Shelby County

Conducted  BRCF Building Campaign Fundraiser to bolster Building 
Endowment Fund and complete needed repairs & renovations 

Reached $200,000 in endowment goal for the Morristown Imagination 
Library Fund which provides books to area children from age 0-5

Acquired $25.6 million in assets & awarded $8.6 million in grants 
since 1989

2013

2014

Celebrated 25 year anniversary & awarded $100,000 Community Impact 
Grant to Shelbyville Parks & Recreation for the Blue River Trail Trailhead

2015

2016

2017

2018

Participated in Lilly Endowment Inc.’s GIFT VI matching funds opportunity 
which raised over $1.5 million for community grant making endowed funds 

Offered the $150,000 Ignite Shelby County competitive grant opportunity 
to Shelby County nonprofits

Named the Shelby County Public Library as recipient of the 
Ignite Shelby County Grant for their outdoor plaza project

Supported the completion of a greenhouse at Southwestern High School 
with grants from the SW Hometown Fund & other BRCF funds

Collaborated with the City of Shelbyville & community partners to construct 
Shelbyville’s first, large public art project , Blue River-Wind, Rain and Water 

Expanded the DPIL program to all of Shelby County through the 
establishment of the Shelby County Imagination Library Fund2019

2020

2021

Activated the Alley on E. Washington St. as part of 
the downtown redevelopment 

Granted the first of three installments to the YMCA to support 
the warm water pool

2022Collaborated with various leaders in the community
to  develop Shelby Mills  along the  Blue River Trail  

which includes the Storybook Trail & River Deck


